
Martin Superlative Trumpets 
Elkhart, Indiana / 1916-1924 

The Renowned model was replaced by the Superlative in 1916. 

1916 Catalog Image 

 

 

#13xxx Superlative from 1916 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

 

 

 

#18308 from 1918 

 

 



#18835 from 1918 (auction photo) 

 

#21264 from 1919 (auction photo) 
This one has been modified with a fixed receiver and has a rare 
surviving third slide ring. The third slides were not set up for 

tuning. 

 

#27000 from 1921 (auction photo) 

 

#30450 from 1922 (auction photo below & right) 

 

These now have “Reg. US Pat. Office” added to the bell. 

 

 

 

#21681 in Bb & C 
(Horn-u-copia.net) 

#27150 from 1921 

 

 

 



January 1920 International Musician ad. 

 

March 1922 International Musician ad. 

 

1922 Superlative article 

 

#33321 from 1922 

#35797 from 1922 

Superlative with 
“Dansant Model” 
added at bell rim 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 1923 International Musician ad. 
By this time they were calling it the Dansant model with a new 
bore and taper. They continue to keep the Superlative name in 

the logo but add “Dansant Model” below it. 

 

#36662 from 1922 (auction photos below and at right) 
They now have an added pinky ring. 

 

 

 

 

 

#36036 from 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

#36675 from 1922 (auction photos below & top right) 

 

#40633 from 1923 (auction photos below & 2nd on right) 

 

#40849 from 1923 (auction photos) 

 

#41053 from 1923 (author’s photos below & right) 
This example does not have the “Dansant” name added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#42106 Superlative Dansant from 1923 (auction photos below & 
top two on right) 

 

#43561 from 1923 (auction photos) 
With this example, the words “The” and “Reg. US Pat. Office” are 
now gone from the engraving. This one has no Dansant marking. 

 

This has no model name engraved but the Superlative model is 
always identified by the adjustable receiver. 

The bell photo on the right shows the new “Handcraft” 
label started in 1923. 

The last Superlative model trumpet that I have recorded is 
#52642 from 1924. This model became quite rare after the 
Dansant was introduced with a fixed receiver. 

I did find one cornet #63597 from 1925. 


